Critical Theory

CS – 300-2

San Francisco Art Institute

Fall 2008

Professor:  Clark Buckner

Meeting time and place:  Wednesday, 4:15 – 7:00, McMillan Conference Room

Office hours:  3:00 – 4:00, Pete’s Café, or by appointment

Phone: 415.336.2349

Email:  cbuckner@sfai.edu

Course Description:  This course will provide students with a clear introduction to several central modern critical discourses, including:  Liberalism, Marxism, Psychoanalysis, Genealogy, Deconstruction. Schizoanalysis, Feminism, and Post-Colonialism

Course Requirements:  Students are required to complete course readings, regularly attend classes, actively participate in class discussions, and complete three writing assignments.

Writing Requirements:  a) Papers should be five or six double-spaced pages, with 10 – 12 pt font and reasonable margins.  b) Longer quotations should be single-spaced and indented.  c) Late papers will be docked a complete letter grade for every week they are overdue.  d)  Students will be granted one one-week extension on only one paper during the course of the semester.
Grade Breakdown:  
1) Class attendance and participation - %10, 

2) Three writing assignments - %30 each 

Required Texts:  
All assigned readings will be available for downloading as PDFs at: http://www.mission17.org/Texts.htm

Syllabus

1.  09.03.08
Introduction: What is Critical Theory?

Liberalism:  The Autonomous Individual

2.  09.10.08
Liberalism
John Stuart Mill



Chapters 1 and 2



From On Liberty, pp. 1 - 52

3.  09.17.08
Liberalism and Art

Immanuel Kant, Excerpts from “The Analytic of the Beautiful,”



Critique of Judgment, pp.  43 - 95

Marxism:  History and Class-Conflict
3.  09.24.08
Marxism
Karl Marx



"Communist Manifesto,"  pp. 221 - 238



"Alienated Labor," pp. 77 - 96



"The Fetishism of Commodities," pp. 435 – 439

***First paper assigned***
4.  10.01.08
Marxism and Art

Walter Benjamin



"The Work of Art in the Age of Mechanical Reproduction"  pp.217 - 251
Psychoanalysis:  History and Instinctual-Conflict

5.  10.08.08 
Psychoanalysis

Sigmund Freud




“Formulations on the Two Principles of Mental Functioning,”
pp. 218 – 226



“Remembering, Repeating, and Working-Through,” pp. 147 - 156
6.  10.15.08
Psychoanalysis and Art



First Paper Due
Sigmund Freud, “Creative Writing and Daydreaming,”



James Thurber, “The Secret Life of Walter Mitty,” 

7.  10.22.08
Psychoanalysis, Marxism, and Post-Colonialism



Watch:  “A Passage to India,” based on the novel by E.M. Forster

On reserve beginning Friday 10.24, and available in most video stores

***Second Paper Assigned***

Structuralism and Post-Structuralism

9.  10.29.08
Deconstruction

Jacques Derrida, “Signature, Event, Context,” pp. 80 - 111

10.  11.05.08
Genealogy after Structuralism

Michel Foucault, “Parts Four and Five”



from The History of Sexuality, part I, pp. 74 – 159
11.  11.12.08
Schizoanalysis





Second Paper Due


Gilles Deleuze and Felix Guattari,  “Introduction: Rhizome”

from A Thousand Plateaus: Capitalism and Schizophrenia,  pp.  3 - 25

Feminism, Post-Colonialism, and Psychoanalysis (After Structuralism)

12.  11.19.08
Post-Structuralism and Feminism


Required Texts:

Judith Butler, “Subjects of Sex / Gender / Desire,” 

from Gender Trouble, pp. 1 – 33

*** Third Paper Assigned***

13.  11.26.08
Post-Structuralism and Post-Colonialism


bell hooks, "The Oppositional Gaze,"



from Black Looks:  Race and Representation, pp. 115 - 131

14.  12.03.08
Psychoanalysis after Structuralism


Yan Stavrakakis, “The Lacanian Subject.”



From Lacan and the Political, pp. 13 - 39
15.

Conclusions





Third Paper Due
